Information Sheet:

High Visibility Clothing
HV clothing should be manufactured to a recognised standard. The new British Standard for high
visibility warning clothing is BS EN 471. This is a harmonised European standard produced with the
legal requirements for PPE in mind. Clothing which conforms to the standard is marked with a
pictogram like this:

The first number (X) indicates the class of conspicuity, this depends on the minimum area of
conspicuous materials that are incorporated into the clothing, with Class 3 being the best and Class 1
the lowest; the second number (Y) indicates the retroreflection performance with Class 2 being more
visible than Class 1 when seen in headlights during darkness. The standard gives specifications for
coveralls, jackets, waistcoats, tabards, trousers and harnesses.
From July 1995, new clothing must be 'CE' marked to show it meets the new European rules on the
manufacture of PPE. Remember: the CE mark only means that the clothing meets the standard. It
does not mean it can be used in all situations. HV clothing must be suitable for the actual conditions
of use.
Source: www.hse.gov.uk

Disclaimer
Whilst Howsafe Ltd has made every effort to ensure the details and information given in its literature are accurate at the time of publication, full technical specifications are not
included and furthermore, the company’s policy is one of continuous improvement and the right is reserved to alter details as the need arises. Accordingly, the customer
should check details and information they wish to rely on with Howsafe Ltd at the time of purchase or check specifications provided with the product and current legislation.
Howsafe Ltd cannot accept liability in respect of any errors or omissions contained in its literature or for any loss or damage, malfunction or consequential loss arising from
reliance upon its literature. Due to occasional interruptions in supply and change of specification products may change without notice. It is the responsibility of the purchaser
to ensure that the product is suitable for the intended application and meets the required standard after carrying out a risk assessment.
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